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NORTH SHORE PICTURES ADAPTING ‘DRUMMER FOR THE MOB’ TO THE SCREEN

--Company in Preproduction Development to Film Pittsburgh Author’s Screenplay in the City—

Valencia, PA, September 13, 2020:  Pittsburgh’s North Shore Pictures has announced that it is in the preproduction development phase to adapt a Pittsburgh author’s screenplay, “Drummer for the Mob” into a feature-length film.  The company is currently scouting locations in Pittsburgh and beginning to cast parts.  

“This is an interesting story of how a Pittsburgh musician finds himself tangled up with organized crime as his band entertains in the lounges and after-hours clubs run by the Mafia,” said Bruce Koehler, who will direct and produce the film.  “The script is well written and really captures the flavor of the excesses of the disco era of the 70s.  It’s ‘Saturday Night Fever’ meets ‘Goodfellas.’”


Based on the novel, “Drummer for the Mob,” written by Pittsburgh musician and author, Frank Catanzano, the story centers on Frankie Severino, the drummer and leader of The Nite Lites, that becomes a well-liked band in the clubs operated by wise guys.  Frankie becomes so trusted by Big Julie Passano, a ruthless capo in a Pittsburgh crime family, that he has him doing small jobs and deliveries, including gathering information on the rival families for whom the group works.  Frankie falls in love with Toni, a young woman he meets at the club, who wants him out of the clutches of the mob. The FBI puts the squeeze on Frankie to deliver information that could bring Passano to justice.  The pressure applied by the FBI and Passano’s organization is a vortex threatening to destroy him and Toni.  It comes to a violent conclusion, as Frankie double crosses one to save themselves from the other. 

The film will feature actors Tom Savini (From Dusk to Dawn, Creepshow and Dawn of the Dead), Kurt Angle (The Warrior and Death from Above), Robert Z-Dar (Maniac Cop), Pete Gannon (The Clearing and Lost in Yonkers) and Sam Nicotero (My Bloody Valentine and In Self Defense).  The screenplay was written by Raphael Serebreny and Frank Catanzano.  Executive Producer is Bryan Koehler and composers are Wayne Hurry and Rob Hurry. Production is slated to begin April 1, 2011.
About North Shore Pictures:

Bruce and Bryan Koehler grew up in the Pittsburgh area and both attended Clarion University of Pennsylvania; Bruce for Communications and Bryan for Speech Communication and Theater. In 1990, Bruce founded Pittsburgh Based Retro Media, a television commercial production company specializing in on-location shooting, post production and digital editing.  North Shore Pictures

was formed to produce feature length films in 2005.

About Frank Catanzano:

Frank Catanzano, author of “Drummer for the Mob,” is a respected journalist and public relations professional who has worked for corporations and organizations around the world.  He has written speeches for top executives and hundreds of articles on subjects ranging from stainless alloys for aerospace to life aboard an oil super tanker.  Frank has won more than 16 national and local writing and publicity awards and today owns Emerald City Communications, a Pittsburgh public relations firm.  An accomplished musician, he also plays drums with The Jazz Express at area venues such as The Rivers Casino and D’Imperio’s.  Frank is completing his second novel, “Killer Body,” due to be published in spring, 2011.
